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“If @ man does not keep
pace with his companions,
perhaps it is because he

hears a different drummer.

Let him step to the music he
hears, however measured or
far away.” Henry David Thoreau
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Jjust yourself, sans candelabra on your camp table, and the e ———

buffalo chips of sexual preference fall where they may. B, Seal . Pl ""*Wz
Buckskinners, each an individualist, couldn’t really give a o)) | —allt? W 'K
shit anyway when your overall true self is like them in i) _.ﬂ" _-’i"'t N ’
almost every way but what gender you take to your bedroll. Sy Ead 1) (8 ) L

y ¥

Bast of all, every rendezvous has its full supply of single men I
and male couples buddying around together with no expla-

& g
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nation, and no apology for bonding. L »= Lo f 4,3 § ‘
The point is, don't be afraid to pass into a straight group of ' ‘?}' {J’? L AVT] ad’ \ @
men. ThatstheADVENTURE!YouonJyha.vetobeablaw 11 " ' -

thoroughly they'd be a hit at any disco, are so authentic, they
usually win the S8aturday night “Best Costume"” prize for

’ Native American gear. The skill they put in creating their
Look deserves the notice.

‘ SATURDAY NIGHT MOUNTAIN FEVER
Those Saturday night costume contests include, besides
, the “Best Primitive Campsite” award, the “Ugliest Mountain
/ Man” (and the best-outfitted winner is never the “ugliest”),
" “Best Young Buck” (hubba-hubbal), and distaff heats for
/  "“Best Indian Maiden,” “Best Frontier Gal,” plus a prize for
"« the “Best papoose.” Rendezvous weekends are fantasy trips

freezing stream or waltzing when you walk. Queens often
call butch, homomasculine men who can pass without
making an issue of sexuality, good little Uncle Toms. Piss on
them. I came out to hang out with masculine men, gay and
straight, not queens, who—1I respect in their pivot—can do
whatever they want where they want, except in my bearded
face.

CAMP TRAMPS

In all the mountain man camaraderie, which Walt Whit-
man loved, a rendezvous is a very sensual experience of male
ritual. Sure, there's sex. Married stuff; families; kids. But
there's night cruising too, nearly all male-female, with the
lady “camp tramps" making most of the moves, because
mountain men tend to sublimate sex, being more into their
buckskins, camp gear and guns than they are into a good
((po ‘H
After all, in the BO's age of universal erotic malaise, the
mating dance is often no more than an audition for a show
that gets rotten reviews and closes on opening night.

These mountain dudes seem genuinely sexually shy for all
the fantasies we have about Blue-Collar Sex. Besides, they're
surprisingly AIDS-aware. Just like us, they’re wary of the
toxic hickey. So the whole tirip, like an affirmative exercise in
burning abstinence, stays very heated and underventilated.
You can talk sex. You can touch and hug. “Normal” stuff guys
do. Then go back to your teepee or nylon tent and snort the
wild musk smell of them on your hands. In three years of
buckskinning, having heard about 12 million jokes about
whores, I've only heard two gay jokes, and neither was a real
putdown. The closest any comment, came to “attitude” was
about a handsome group of white male “Indians” who, the
riff ran, liked to wear loincloths because it made fudgepack-
ing easier.

Lots of mountain men, both muscular and bearbellied,
wear only loincloths and chest beads during the heat of the
day, so they were joking about the potential fudgepacker side
of themselves as well. There is something about a deerskin
loincloth, flapped front and back, that, like us wearing onlya
jockstrap and boots in publie, makes a hail mountain man
well met turn into a joking flasher.

The “Indians,” by the way, whether or not they’re gay, have
my total respect. Their costumes, even though designed up so
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